EUROPEAN REGIONAL MASTER’S DEGREE IN
DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE
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The Action is co-ﬁnanced by the EU and the MFA of the Republic of Italy. The Action is part of the Global Campus of the Regional Master Programmes and Diplomas managed by EIUC.

University of Sarajevo & University Bologna
European Regional Master’s in Democracy and Human Rights in South-East Europe
st

DEADLINE:

31 August 2015

OPENED FOR:

Candidates who hold a university degree (min 240 ECTS) in disciplines relevant to human rights;
in particular law, political sciences, social sciences and humanities from an accredited university.

30 STUDENTS:

25 places are reserved for citizens of Western Balkans (Albania; Bosnia and Herzegovina; FYR
of Macedonia; Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo). 5 places are reserved for citizens of the European
Union, Russian Federation, countries of the Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). Applications from
other non- target countries are also encouraged.

SELECTION:

The selection will take place in mid-September 2015

SCHOLARSHIP:

ERMA offers study grants to all selected students coming from the target countries, covering monthly
living expenses from November to July (500 Euros gross) health insurance, and travel expenses (up to
400 Euros per Term).

ENROLMENT FEE: ERMA offers free tuition to all selected students coming from Western Balkans. For other students,
the tuition fee amount to 1.000 EUR.

DESCRIPTION
The European Regional Master’s in Democracy and Human Rights in South-East Europe is a full time,
interdisciplinary program covering broad range of issues related to democracy and human rights in this region.
It is a joint initiative by University of Sarajevo, Center for Interdisciplinary Studies and University of Bologna-Forli’
Campus, Institute for Central Eastern and Balkan Europe, jointly co-financed since 2000/01 by the European
Union through the EIUC (European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratization) and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy via the Embassy of the Republic of Italy to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
program lasts for one year, awarding the students with 60 ECTS and a double-degree diploma of both founding
universities (UNSA and UNIBO).
The Master Program is intended for students that wish to combine scientific studies with practical and field
research experience in human rights and democratization issues. ERMA is characterized by an interdisciplinary
approach recognizing that human rights are a crosscutting theme among different disciplines of study, such as
political science, social sciences, law and philosophy. Enrolled students have the benefit of studying in a highly
international environment together with colleagues from all over the region, European Union and the world,
attending lectures and workshops held by over 40 professors from 11 partner Universities: University of Bologna,
University of Sarajevo, University of Belgrade, University of Graz, University of the Ruhr, University
of Peloponnese, University of Zagreb, New Bulgarian University, London School of Economics, University
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Higher School of Economics, Moscow.
The Master Program promotes development and realization of young generation of officials for state
management, inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations, for
universities and think-tanks
in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo as well as in the
countries belonging to the EU, the rest of Europe, and worldwide.

STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS
FIRST TERM
The First Term takes place at the University of Sarajevo from November
to mid-June. It is structured in 5 educational modules and two elective courses,
together awarding 30 ECTS. Within all five clusters students have lectures on
methodology of academic research and writing. Students are taught by
professors and lecturers from the participating universities. The language of
instruction is English and attendance is compulsory. The lectures and its
research dimension are shaped in order to emphasize a shared consciousness
among the students about the democratic developments and the human rights
promotion as well as their protection and implementation in the SEE Region.
5 EDUCATIONAL MODULES

Cluster 1: PHILOSOPHY OF HUMAN RIGHTS (4 ECTS)
 Cluster 2: DEMOCRACY (4 ECTS)
 Cluster 3: ETHNICITY, NATIONALISM AND RELIGION (4 ECTS)
 Cluster 4: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS (4 ECTS)
 Cluster 5: MECHANISMS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION (4 ECTS)
2 ELECTIVE COURSES

LIFE STORIES AND DIALOGUES

GENOCIDE AND GENOCIDAL ATROCITIES IN THEORY AND INTERNATIONAL LAW
FINAL ASSESMENT SESSION

MID-TERM EXAM (10 ECTS)

Alongside with the lectures and seminars, students have
visits to state institutions, International and Intergovernmental
Organizations and NGO’s active in the field of human rights and
democracy in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Moreover students have
the opportunity to participate in two academic field trips to Mostar
and Srebrenica/Potočari.

RESEARCH DIMENSION
During the first term in Sarajevo, students benefit from methodology
courses in academic research and writing, and undertake consultations
with their supervisors about the dissertation topics. ERMA’s academic
and research dimension strongly encourages the interdisciplinary
approach and the development of a strong critical mindset.
FOCUS ON SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE
ERMA students acquire in-depth knowledge of the current human rights
issues and the democratization process in the countries of the SEE
region within the frame of the post-socialist transition and the impact of
the EU Enlargement process. In order to gain deeper understanding of
the regional dimension, students are strongly encouraged to write MA
theses on countries other than those of their citizenship, and to
embrace a comparative perspective.
COMPREHENSIVE ACADEMIC TUTORSHIP
During their studies at ERMA, students take advantage from the
assistance of 3 Academic Tutors. The Tutors lead workshops on
academic writing and guide students throughout the research and
writing process for their papers and the MA thesis, helping them to
overcome didactic difficulties and preparing them for the exams.

.

SECOND TERM
According to the educational structure of the
Master, the Second Term is designated for
students to acquire work experience in the
field of human rights and democracy
throughout the SEE. From mid-June until the
end of July, students take up seven-week
internships at selected IGOs, NGOs, thinktanks and research institutes across the
Region, choosing from a list of over 130
partner organizations from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro, Macedonia, Slovenia, Serbia, Kosovo, Bulgaria and Romania.

Internship Partner
Organizations 2014/15
 International Organization for
Migrations
 Balkan Civil Society Development
Network
 United Nations Development
Program
 Humanitarian Law Centar
Belgrade
 Helsinki Committee for Human
Rights
 Youth Initiative for Human Rights
 Center for Comparative Conflict
Studies,

The experience is worth 12 ECTS and takes place in a country other than the
country of citizenship of the student, with the goal of promoting diversity and
providing for the experience of working in an intercultural environment.

 Human Rights Center - UNSA

This placement period is aimed at boosting ERMA students’ professional skills
and practical application of knowledge acquired during first term. It is combined
with conducting the MA thesis related filed research.

 Forum Civil Peace Service

 Civic Initiatives
 Aarhus Centar
 Women’s Room
 Kosovar Civil Society Foundation
 Institute for Development Policy
 International Commission for
Missing Persons

THIRD TERM
During the Third Term of the Program, from
September to mid-October, ERMA students
focus on the finalization of their Master’s
Theses, accommodated at the University
of Bologna’s Residential Center.

 Pravo Ljudski Film Festival
 Oštra Nula
 Kosovar Institute for Policy
Research and Development
 Balkan Investigative Network
BIRN
 Documenta, Center for Dealing
with the Past

During this period the MA candidates focus on their dissertations and attend short
seminars lead by professors and lectures participating in the ‘‘Europe and the
Balkans International Network (EBIN)’’. They also enjoy living together, going
for excursions as well as cultural field visits. Intercultural communication,
adaptability and cross-cultural mindset are the main skills that are developed
during the overall academic year and especially during third term. This term is
compulsory and awards 18 ECTS upon a successfully defended MA thesis.
The University of Bologna Residential Center (CEUB) is located
in Bertinoro, Emilia-Romagna, a picturesque medieval town rich in history and
popular traditions, situated in Central Italy in the heart of the wonderful ‘’Foreste
Casentinesi and Campigna National Park’’. It is a unique architectural venue for
a fruitful thesis writing period.

At the end of the Third Term, ERMA MA candidates reconvene in Sarajevo
to take part to the Theses defense session and finally to the Graduation
ceremony.

SCHOLARSHIPS & TUITION FEE
The selected students from the SEE countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Serbia,
Montenegro and Kosovo) as well as the EU, Caucasus and Russian Federation citizens receive students’
maintenance grants in the amount 500€ per month TBC (taxable) for the first and second term while the third term
is covered by the Program.
The full tuition fee waiver is applied for the citizens of the countries of South East Europe involved in the program
(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo). The students from the EU,
Caucasus and Russian Federation pay tuition fee of 1.000 EUR.
For the non-EU and non-SEE students, the Program can offer neither financial support/scholarship nor tuition fee
waiver. Such students must cover all program and personal expenses during First and Second Term, as well
as boarding and lodging during the mobility in Italy (approximately 3.150 EUR).
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
ERMA is open to candidates who hold a university degree (min 240 ECTS)
in disciplines relevant to human rights; in particular law, politics, social,
political sciences and humanities from an accredited university. The
university degree of the applicants must be earned during studies lasting
either 4 or 5 years within the former undergraduate studies provisions, or 5
years (3+2) within I and II cycle studies provisions in accordance with the
Bologna process. Please note that accepted candidates must undergo
a diploma recognition process by the University of Sarajevo before arrival
to Sarajevo.
Fluency in English is a necessary prerequisite for admission, as the
Program language is English. Applicants with English as native language
or applicants who had previous university education in English language
need to provide competency through their transcript or certificates issued
by the respective universities. Other applicants shall provide evidence for
their proficiency. The Master Program recognizes the following
international English Language proficiency certificates:

:

1. TOEFL - minimum score of 560 paper-based, computer based TOEFL is
220, IBT not less than 83;
2. British Council’s IELTS - minimum band 6.5 and no less than 6.0 in any
of its subsections;
3. CAE and CPE Cambridge Exams.

HOW TO APPLY
Interested candidates may find all relevant information and the Call for
applications at www.iecob.it. Required documents listed in the application
call, should be submitted in hard copies to the Center for Interdisciplinary
Studies, University of Sarajevo, via regular mail or in person by 31st August
2015.
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